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First Place for Youth

 FOUNDED:1998

 VISION: We believe that all foster kids in the United States can 
achieve self-sufficiency and make a successful transition to 
adulthood so that the disparities between them and their non-
foster care peers are eliminated. First Place is a national leader 
in building the evidence to support this drive and in increasing 
awareness, changing perceptions and building a movement to 
make it happen.

 YOUTH SERVED:  556 in My First Place™, total of 1,460 (FY17)

 LOCATIONS: Headquartered in Oakland, providing direct 
services in 6 counties in California; First My First Place affiliate 
site set to launch programming in Fall 2017 in Boston, MA



Demographics + Risk Factors of Participants

Foster Care Experience

Avg. # of foster care 

placements

6.2

Avg. age when entered 

foster care

11.1

Avg. years in foster care 8.2

*All data on slide is based on youth served in FY16. Mental health indicator includes additional data through 9/1/16 and reflects youth who have 

received at-risk or vulnerable rating on at least 1 mental health indicator (of three) on monthly outcomes scales at any point in program. 
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Mental Health & Education Levels

Youth with mental health 

issues/illnesses

60%

Average youth CASAS 

score in reading at program 

entry

232 (equivalent to 

grade 8 reading 

level)

Average youth CASAS 

score in math at program 

entry

215 (equivalent to 

grade 4 math 

level) 

Risk Factors

Experienced Homelessness 47%

Unemployed 58%

No HSD / GED 32%

Has at least one child 22%

Ever Arrested 49%



My First Place Outcomes

$

AREA OUTCOMES AT PROGRAM EXIT*
Housing While 40% of the nation’s former foster youth experienced homelessness by 

age 24, 73% of MFP youth exit to stable housing.

Education 

and 

Employm

ent

• 96% of eligible MFP youth earn their HSD/GED or were actively 

pursuing their HSD or equivalent

• 77% of MFP youth are employed and/or realized wage increase. 

• 82% of MFP youth are enrolled in school or employed at exit.

While less than 5% of foster youth will graduate from a 4-year college,  

• 83% of eligible MFP youth enrolled in PSE 

Healthy 

Living

Over 70% of female and 50% of male foster youth will be parents, compared to 

41% and 28% of their peers. 

• 97% of MFP youth retain custody of their children

• 94% of MFP youth do not have new pregnancy

Nearly 43% of female and 74% of male foster youth will have been incarcerated, 

compared to 6% and 23% of their peers. 

• 92% of MFP youth did not experience an arrest while in program

*MFP data from youth who exited program in FY17. Comparison data from The Midwest Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of Former Foster 

Youth: Outcomes
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