
 

 

COLORADO’S  ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM 
FOR ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSES 

 

In Colorado, a foundation of legislation and strong state leadership has allowed the Colorado Department of 
Education (CDE) to support at-risk students in a multitude of ways. Since 2002, the state has supported the 
development of a robust set of high quality educational settings to ensure that students’ needs are met in all 
educational settings, including alternative education campuses (AECs).  

DEFINITION OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSES 

Through legislation, Colorado has defined alternative education campuses (AECs) as those who have a specialized 
mission, who have nontraditional methods of instruction delivery, who serve students with severe limitations, and 
whose student population is comprised of at least 90% “high-risk” students. According to C.R.S 22-6-604.5, high-
risk students are those who meet one or more of fifteen conditions: 

x Juvenile delinquent 
x Dropped out of school 
x Expelled from school 
x History of personal drug or alcohol use 
x History of personal street gang involvement 
x History of child abuse or neglect/foster care 
x Has a parent or guardian in prison 
x Has an IEP 

 

x Family history of domestic violence 
x Repeated school suspensions 
x Pregnant or parenting 
x Migrant child 
x Homeless child 
x History of serious psychiatric or behavioral 

disorder 
x Over-age/under-credited

AS OF SY 2016-2017, COLORADO HAS 91 AE CS, COMPRISING 4.8% OF ALL SCHOOLS IN COLORADO. 
AECS SERVE 2% OF THE TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN THE STATE. 

ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES FOR ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSES 

AECs and traditional high schools have three common indicators: Academic Achievement, Academic Growth, and 
Postsecondary & Workforce Readiness. AECs have an additional required measure of student engagement, and 
weightings of measures are slightly different from traditional schools to account for the high-risk population of 
students served.  

https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/?source=COLO;CODE&tocpath=1S1KUZJO2YQDT8ADV,2FJWK1OAI08A5TS8Y,3NFHMKJSATPOM5AHP;10O6PAS0K34TSKF9P,2ORG0JJ9IKJ8JUS86,3Y4QM4VYMYT0478IK;1WBNXQMGK8NSSGW7T,2AIK3T1TIKR97PM47,3O5DOWO13RMKN2SVS;18APKMVCD3ORR8QRZ,2GK82ZVKQCL602QGG,3MEQRSXNWTSCPJNBS;1P9EOBRPDRB5E9LCA,2Q0S0Q2SFGBX65THJ,36QRT663PUIM6JLVV&shortheader=no


Due to Colorado’s nature of local control, districts have the option to select from additional accountability 
measures for their AECs (see chart below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT FOR ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSES  

According to the AEC School Performance Framework, based on the indicators above, all schools receive a plan 
type rating: 1) performance, 2) improvement, 3) priority improvement, and 4) turnaround. All schools, including 
AECs, then go through the Unified Improvement Planning process (pictured below), through which CDE compiles 
performance, demographic, process and perception/self-assessment data to analyze trends, measures, and inform 
strategies for school improvement. This information is also used to identify the root causes of poor school 
performance, and to develop and implement improvement strategies.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ACCORDING TO SB 09-163, IF A SCHOOL IS ON A PRIORITY IMPROVE MENT PLAN OR TURNAROUND 
PLAN FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS, THE STATE BOARD MUST RECOMMEND THAT THE SCHOOL’S 

DISTRICT OR THE INSTITUTE TAKE ONE OF SEVERAL ACTIONS SPECIFIED IN STATUTE.  

Note: All data and figures in this document are from the Colorado Department of Education. 


