[image: ]
image1.jpeg
The 5 Essential Pieces of Information
You Need to Know about the 5Essentials Survey

Every year for about 30 minutes students take The 5Essentials Survey. The data
from the survey is collected and compiled into a 5Essentials Report to provide
feedback to schools on their 5Essentials strengths and weaknesses. The
5Essentials being measured are effective leaders, collaborative teachers,
involved families, supportive environment, and ambitious instruction. The
student survey asks questions about student experiences, attitudes, and
activities in schools. The teacher survey asks questions about instruction,
professional development and the school as a workplace.

‘The 5Essentials Survey was developed by the University of Chicago Consortium on
Chicago School Research along with the help of teachers, principals and members
of reform organizations.
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The framework for The 5Essential Survey was developed in 1994 and has been
used by individual schools in Chicago since. In 2008 Chicago adopted the “5
Fundamentals” for school improvement planning based on the research from the
1990s. In 2012 the state of [llinois adopted the 5Essentials Survey and mandated
all schools to conduct the survey.

Where yeing used?
All 6th-12th grade students and all pre-K through 12th grade teachers in [llinois
take the 5Essentials Survey. The cities of Detroit, Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minnesota have also modified the survey to use in their schools.
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The 5Essentials Survey was created because researchers realized students’ and
teachers’ voices can provide valuable insight into what happens in schools. The
survey allows policymakers, teachers, and administrators to get the full picture of
what is happening in a classroom. Based on the results administrators can better
target resources and plan professional development, as well as improve school
climate and culture.





