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Taxonomy 

The taxonomy guides us to the 
correct level of rigor, so our teachers 

across classrooms and across 
buildings will be teaching the same 

target to the same level of rigor. 



How is the taxonomy used? 

As a teacher, I can design an assessment and 
rubric for that learning target using the verbiage 
in that “Knowledge Utilization” section.  

I can also custom design it for each 
student according to their strengths, 
as long as it is in the “Knowledge 
Utilization” section. 



Table Talk Prompts 

• ·         What are some ways in which policy and statute can help ensure each 
learner will attain proficiency levels of all standards in your state? 

• ·         If your state becomes interested in creating opportunities for competency-
based education, what role and responsibility can and should state boards of 
education take on to assist in districts in changing their culture to support a 
competency-based system? 

• ·         What steps can state boards of education take to broaden their 
understanding of leadership programs and teacher preparation programs upon the 
process of school change? 

• ·         How do we ensure all the various stakeholders interact and align efforts in 
policy to make a difference in practice and to generate supportive public will? 

• ·         How do we change learning from a competitive event that happens in the 
classroom to a real right of passage that better meets the needs of individual 
students? 

• ·         What do you see as the greatest challenge in your state in shifting to a 
competency-based system? 

• ·         What initiatives, opportunities, and supports are there to ensure support for 
the most disadvantaged students and schools in the transition? 



“Once Conversation at a Time:  
Getting the Message Out” 

• Video (2 minutes, 15 seconds) 

– http://maine.gov/doe/cbp/videos/wmec2.html  
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