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A VISION FOR REDESIGNED HIGH SCHOOLS

Chicago, Illinois
May 24 – 25, 2007


Wednesday, May 23, 2007


Courtyard Magnificent Mile Downtown
165 E. Ontario Street
Chicago, IL 60611
312-573-0800
www.courtyardchicago.com
Thursday, May 24, 2007

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Welcome and Orientation



Courtyard Magnificent Mile, Michigan Room 



Breakfast buffet
8:30 a.m.

Board bus for site visit at West Town Academy

9:00– 12:00 p.m.
Meeting with IL Taskforce on Out-of-School Youth and Site Visit to West Town Academy 
2021 W Fulton
Chicago, IL
Contact: Jack Wuest 312-259-2360
Speakers: Jesse H. Ruiz, State Board of Education (Task Force Chairman); Pat O’Connor, Chicago City Council Education Committee; Jack Wuest, Alternative Schools Network; Carmita Vaughn, Director of Dropout Prevention and Recovery 
The IL Taskforce on Out-of-School Youth brings together advocates, educators, legislators and state agencies to build on the Governor’s ongoing efforts to keep kids in school and re-enroll those who drop out. West Town Academy is an alternative high school (founded in 1996) that provides former high school dropouts from the Greater West Town community the opportunity to complete their high school diplomas, and prepare for college, technical training, and employment.
Thursday, May 24, 2007 (cont.)

12:30 – 1:45 p.m.
Lunch Discussion with Dr. John Easton, Executive Director of the Chicago Consortium on School Research



Tuscany Restaurant- on Taylor St.

1014 W. Taylor Street
Chicago, IL 60607
312-829-1990
2:00 p.m.

Board bus for meeting with CEO of Chicago Public Schools

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Meeting with Mr. Arne Duncan, CEO of Chicago Public Schools

125 S. Clark Street
5th Floor- Superintendent’s Conference Room






Speakers: Mr. Arne Duncan, CEO of Chicago Public Schools (CPS); Dr. Donald Pittman, Chief Officer, Office of High Schools and High School Programs, CPS; Dr. Allan Alson, Executive Director of High School Transformation, CPS
The Chicago Public Schools is more than one year into a significant 10-year effort designed to transform its system of high schools. The ultimate goal of High School Transformation is that all students will graduate from high school fully prepared for post-secondary education and employment. At the core of this work are six levers to drive the system-wide change necessary to achieve the goals:

1. Increase what is expected of students by principals, teachers, parents and students themselves

2. Hire, develop and support great principals

3. Hire, develop and support great teachers

4. Empower schools as the center of change

5. Ensure that every student finds a great fit in a great school

6. Prepare students to succeed in 9th grade, the crucial transition year

Instructional strategy— a pillar of High School Transformation— aligns curriculum, assessments, and teacher development/coaching to ensure teachers have the structure, tools and supports they need to grow in their capacity as instructors and fully engage students in rigorous classroom instruction. High School Transformation is a top priority for CPS senior leadership and is closely integrated with Renaissance 2010 and the broad-based effort to differentiate the role of the district and the supports provided to schools based on performance and need.
Thursday, May 24, 2007 (cont.)

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Peer-to-Peer Learning Discussion 

125 S. Clark Street

15th floor, Room 1515

5:00 p.m.

Board bus for hotel (Courtyard Magnificent Mile)
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Free time before dinner 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Dinner at Courtyard Magnificent Mile



Room: Ontario C
Friday, May 25, 2007

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Continental breakfast
Courtyard Magnificent Mile, Michigan Room
8:30 a.m.

Board bus for site visit
9:00– 11:00 a.m.
The Al Raby School for Community & Environment
3545 W. Fulton Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60624
773-534-6755



Contact: Janice Jackson, Principal

The Al Raby School for Community & Environment is a small, student-centered high school with a focus on community and environment. With approximately 400 students, Al Raby is part of a growing network of Chicago small high schools. Its mission is to inspire students to intellectual excellence and personal responsibility through community and environmental activism. The curriculum engages students to learn about their own community; as such all or nearly all of the students come from the immediate neighborhoods surrounding the school. They partner with social service and environmental organizations right in the community, including the Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance and the Center for Neighborhood Technology.

11:00 a.m.

Board bus for site visit 
11:30 – 2:00
 p.m.
John Hope College Preparatory High School



(Lunch will be served at the school visit)




5515 S Lowe Avenue
Chicago, IL 60621
773-535-3160



Contact: Michael Durr, Principal



John Hope College Preparatory High School has approximately 980 students, and about 93% of the students qualify for free and reduced-price lunch. The school is 98% African American and 2% Hispanic. It provides a variety of instructional models to serve its special education population, which is approximately 15%. John Hope implements an enriched curriculum to all students. The school is composed of five “houses” or small learning communities made up of one or more teams.
2:15 p.m.

Adjourn and return to airport (O’Hare International Airport)




Final return to hotel for anyone staying over the weekend or driving.
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