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Legal Center for Youth Justice & Education

Education Success for Youth 
in the Juvenile Justice System

Our mission is to ensure that all youth in and returning from the juvenile and criminal justice systems can access 
a quality education. We build collaborations among juvenile justice and education professionals, highlight 

innovative model litigation strategies, and work to reshape federal, state, and local policies.



What We Know
Youth in juvenile justice facilities are perhaps the most educationally disadvantagedof all 
students. When youth re-enter community schools, they commonly struggle to graduate or 
even remain in school.  

On any given day, 70,000 students are in custody in juvenile-justice system. Nearly two-thirds 
are either African-American or Hispanic. 

Fewer than half of those enrolled for at least 90 days earned one or more course credits while 
attending juvenile-justice schools. 

Only 9 percent of students ages 16 to 21 in such facilities were on track to earn a GED credential 
or high school diploma.  Only 2 percent were accepted and enrolled at a two- or four-year 
college.

While one third of students are diagnosed with learning disabilities, fewer than 25 percent 
receive special education services to address these disabilities. 



What ²Ŝ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿ
Many schools in JJ facilities are not accredited and/or are infrequently monitoredby states.  

Information about a school and quality of education is often unknown to courts, 
communities, & families. 

Too often youth are placed far away from their communities and families. 

Only 23 states ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
accountability system. 

Approximately 40% of detained students are educated in privately run facilities& only 20% 
of states collect the same outcome data from private facilities as they do from state-run 
facilities. 

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, and U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Dear Colleague Letter on the Civil Rights of Students in Juvenile Justice Residential Facilities, 1 (Dec. 8, 2014), 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/correctional-education/cr-letter.pdf. 

The Council of State Governments Justice Center, Locked Out: Improving Educational and Vocational Outcomes for Incarcerated Youth, 4 (2015), https://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/11/LOCKED_OUT_Improving_Educational_and_Vocational_Outcomes_for_Incarcerated_Youth.pdf. 

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/correctional-education/cr-letter.pdf
https://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/LOCKED_OUT_Improving_Educational_and_Vocational_Outcomes_for_Incarcerated_Youth.pdf


ESSA: New Protections 
States receiving Title I, Part D must ensure that youth in the juvenile justice system 
benefit from more rigorous requirements and increased coordination between 
facilities and home school districts both when youth enter and exit juvenile justice 
facilities.  Specific protections include:

¶ Educational Assessments:State agencies must establish procedures for youth to be 
assessed to identify educational needs when they enter a juvenile justice facility, 
when practicable;

¶ Records Transfer:/ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
local educational agency to make sure relevant academic records transfer with the 
youth to the facility;



ESSA: New Protections 
¶ Reentry Planning:Correctional facilities must work with local education agencies so 

the ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ŜȄƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΤ

¶ Credit Transfer: State and local agencies must assure credits earned in juvenile 

justice placements are recognized and transferred to school in the community;

¶ Timely and Appropriate Re-enrollment: State educational agencies must establish 

procedures to ensure students leaving juvenile justice facilities are timely re-

enrolled in a program that best meets their needs, and local educational agencies 

must offer programs to facilitate the transition of re-entering youth;



ESSA: New Protections 
¶ High School Diplomas: State and local agencies, as well as correctional facilities, must 

assist youth in the juvenile justice system to attain traditional high school diplomas. 
Moreover, one accountability standard for local education agencies is devoted to 
increasing the number of youth attaining high school diplomas, and states and local 
jurisdiction must collect program evaluation data on the number of youth served who 
graduate on time.  

¶ Education Opportunities Upon Reentry: Local agencies seeking funding must partner 
with higher education institutions or local businesses to promote post-secondary and 
workforce success for re-entering students. This may include opportunities for 
youth exiting facilities to enroll in secondary coursework eligible for academic credits, 
post-secondary education, and career/technical training in the community.



ESSA: New Protections 
¶ Certified or Licensed Teachers:Teachers for students with disabilities and special needs in 

state institutions, including correctional facilities and community day schools, must be 
licensed or certified.

¶ At-risk Youth Definition:The definition of at-risk youth under Title I, Part D is expanded to 
include youth who are at risk of being adjudicated dependent or delinquent, as well as youth 
who have had any contact with the child welfare system.

¶ Dual-status Youth:States must keep records of youth who are involved in both child welfare 
and juvenile justice in its educational institutions, and states can use funds for targeted 
services assisting dual-status youth.

¶ Family Involvement:ESSA expands the purpose of Title, Part D to include family and 
community involvement. 



ESSA: New Protections 
¶ Pay-for-Success Initiatives: Local agencies can now use Title I, Part D funding to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ άpay-for-ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ (through which private funders front bonds for 
initiatives and governments pay only if providers demonstrate success).

¶ Higher Education Partnerships: In their applications for funding from states, local 
education agencies should describe any partnerships they have with higher education 
institutions around post-secondary success and workforce development.  



Blueprint for Change
Education Success for Youth in the Juvenile Justice System

www.jjeducationblueprint.org
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Strategic Mission, Goals & Aligned Delivery
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Utah Code 53E-3-502
ÅThe Utah State Board of Education is directly responsible for the 

education of all persons under the age of 21 who are: receiving services 
from the Department of Human Services; in the custody of an equivalent 
agency of a Native American tribe recognized by the United States Bureau 
of Indian Affairs and whose custodial parent or legal guardian resides 
within the state; or being held in a juvenile detention facility.

ÅThe board shall, where feasible, contract with school districts or other 
appropriate agencies to provide educational, administrative, and 
supportive services, but the board shall retain responsibility for the 
programs.





ÅYouth in custody students receive education services by or through an 
LEA are students of that LEA

ÅHighly Qualified Education Staff

ÅAccredited Youth in custody education programs

Providing Quality Education



òWe wanted to give our youth the same opportunity they would have in a 
public school. If  kids can have a more normalized environment, including 
access to athletics, weõre going to see better outcomes for these young 
people when they leave.ó 
-- Susan Burke, Director, Utah Division of Juvenile Justice Services




