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“This compelling book reveals how eight schools are 
navigating the transition from industrial-era teaching to 
twenty-first century learning. A rare blend of inspiration 
and practical action.”
 —Tom Carroll, President Emeritus, National Commission on 
Teaching and America’s Future

“This fascinating series of portraits offers a roadmap for 
the future of education. Deeper Learning is a wonderful 
book that should be read by every educator, parent, and 
policymaker.”

—Tony Wagner, Harvard University, author of Creating 
Innovators and The Global Achievement Gap

What does education need to look like in the twenty-first century? Most everyone agrees that by their 
teenage years, young people should be solving complex problems, thinking critically about tough 
concepts, and communicating their ideas effectively. Deeper Learning highlights eight innovative public 
schools that have set out to transform the experience of learning—and the lives of countless students. 

From engaging snapshots of high-schoolers developing energy-saving solutions alongside scientists and 
engineers to heartwarming stories of students exploring the intersections of geography, economics, and 
oral history via an extended study of, and a trip to, a struggling Appalachian community, these accounts 
will urge readers to expand the collective vision of what’s possible in schools today. An accessibly written 
showcase of schools purposefully designed to empower teachers and students alike, Deeper Learning is 
a tool for any educator seeking to help their students embark on an inspired journey to college, a career, 
and a lifetime of learning.
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Monica Martinez, a former CEO and president of the New Tech Network, was appointed by 
President Obama to serve on the President’s Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanics. She currently lives in the Bay Area.

Dennis McGrath is a professor of sociology at the Community College of Philadelphia where 
he won the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Distinguished Teaching Award. He is the author 
of The Collaborative Advantage: Lessons from K-16 Educational Reform among other works.
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