AYPF has several expectations for this project that relate to building the understanding of the field and informing policymakers at the national, state, and local levels.  First, organizations that participate in the discussion groups will:

· Be better informed of each other’s activities and learn from each others’ work on dropout recovery and alternative learning pathways;

· Learn about research-based findings and best practices in dropout recovery and alternative education;

· Help build the knowledge base of the field by identifying effective practices and policies;

· Build cross-sector awareness, understanding, and increase networking and collaboration (both across schools, youth, and community program, as well as to bridge research, policy and practice);

· Develop a common vision of how communities can provide multiple learning options to meet all students’ needs, based on best practices, policies, and research;

· Develop a set of principles for effective dropout recovery and alternative education programs and for an integrated system that provides high quality learning options and choices for youth; 

· Develop a coherent message for policymakers on what works to help at-risk and dropout youth;

· Coordinate with other organization on informing the policy debate and advocating for the principles;

· Work in a collaborative fashion after the grant is expired.

We also expect that national, state, and local policymakers will:

· Learn about specific policies, practices and strategies that support or hinder the creation of multiple pathways and options at the community level to support at-risk and OSY;  

· Understand that policies to support at-risk and OSY must be framed in the context of the broader high school reform agenda by helping school districts and communities create high quality learning options for youth;

· Better understand how to align and implement programs, strategies, and policies to reengage high school-aged youth in learning and further education; and

· Make a greater commitment to helping every at-risk adolescent be successful. 

