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Agenda
AYPF Dropout Recovery Discussion Group
Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Jury’s Hotel, Westbury Room

1500 New Hampshire Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20036

10:00 AM
Welcome and Introductions


Review Purpose of Discussion Group


Betsy Brand, Director, AYPF

10:30 AM
Reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act


Alex Nock, Director, Commission on the No Child Left Behind Act, 
The Aspen Institute



The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is scheduled to be reauthorized this Congress, and many organizations have already made legislative recommendations. Not many of these recommendations focus on dropout recovery efforts, so our group has an opportunity to consider policy changes that focus on vulnerable students and those who have already left school. To help provide background on some of the major policy recommendations that have been developed, Alex Nock will provide an overview of the Commission’s work. Alex will present on the initial findings of the Commission, focusing primarily on secondary schools. Based on our on-going discussion of dropout recovery and the particular expertise of members of the Dropout Recovery Discussion Group, we will then discuss how NCLB should be structured or amended to promote and incentivize stronger efforts to reconnect students who have dropped out of school or are at serious risk of dropping out.
The Commission on No Child Left Behind will analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the NCLB and will make bipartisan recommendations to Congress, the Administration, state and local stakeholders, parents and the general public to ensure that the law is an effective tool in spurring academic achievement and closing the achievement gap. Further information on the Commission may be found at http://www.aspeninstitute.org/
12:00 Noon
Networking Lunch

1:00- 2:30
Secondary-Postsecondary Connections and Dropout Recovery


Linda Huddle, Director of Alternative Programs, Portland Community College

Some secondary-postsecondary learning options (SPLOs) seek to provide out-of-school youth an opportunity to complete their high school program while participating in challenging, college-level coursework with appropriate supports. Most of these programs are designed and operated by community colleges or community-based organizations in partnership with an institution of postsecondary education. Are SPLOs an effective dropout recovery tool, and if so, why? Do they result in higher college-going rates among formerly out-of-school youth? What policies support or impede SPLOs serving disconnected youth? Linda Huddle will provide an overview of the Gateway to College (GtC) model, including a pre-view of new data from a web-based student satisfaction survey completed by GtC students. Linda will also discuss local, state, and federal policy issues of relevance to this SPLO model.
PCC's Alternative Programs department partners with six local school districts to provide a continuum of services for 16 - 20 year old young people who have dropped out of school or who are about to drop out of school. These services address students' interests and needs and include Gateway to College (high school completion), Youth Empowered to Succeed (GED prep), and Multicultural Academic Program (ESL ). Through the Early College High School Initiative funded by Gates Foundation along with Carnegie Corporation, Ford Foundation, and Kellogg Foundation, PCC is replicating Gateway to College at 20 community colleges nationally.
2:30 PM
Discussion of Outline for Final Report

2:45 PM
Recap and Next Steps

3:00 PM
End

For background information, working documents, and summaries of all DRDG meetings, please visit the discussion group webpage: http://www.aypf.org/projects/dropoutrecovery.htm
