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Agenda
AYPF Dropout Recovery Discussion Group
Friday, October 20, 2006
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Jury’s Hotel, Westbury Room

1500 New Hampshire Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20036

10:00 AM
Welcome and Introductions


Review Purpose of Discussion Group


Betsy Brand, Director, AYPF

10:30 AM
Funding and Resources for Dropout Recovery and Multiple Education Pathways

Mala Thakur, Executive Director, National Youth Employment Coalition
Resources are always of great importance to both traditional and non-traditional education programs. Should we support policies that allow funding to follow students as they move in and out of different educational options and across systems (including secondary to postsecondary)? How can the range of public education and community resources be harnessed to support a variety of education options and alternatives?

In 2005 the National Youth Employment Coalition (NYEC) published profiles of alternative education schools and programs that have accessed state and local education funds (Financing Alternative Education Pathways: Profiles and Policy). This document will serve as a basis for a discussion of possible funding mechanisms to support dropout recovery programs.
12:00 Noon
Networking Lunch

12:45 PM 
Performance-based Education
Roy Seitsinger, Director, Office of Middle and High School Reform and Adult Education, Rhode Island Department of Education

If we make performance, rather than time, the central focus in high school education, how can we create effective ways of allowing students to move through their education at a pace that best suits them? What are ways to measure student performance that recognize individual development and growth?
The Rhode Island High School Diploma System states all Rhode Island high school graduates must demonstrate proficiency in standards-based content and applied learning skills through at least two separate performance assessments. This system assesses students through a variety of means including performance-based assessments and provides necessary supports to ensure all students can succeed. Many alternative education programs also use performance- or proficiency-based assessment systems. Participants will discuss commonalities between traditional and non-traditional proficiency-based assessment systems, and best practices of each. We will also discuss the relationship between funding and performance-based assessment.

2:15 PM
Discussion of Outline for Final Report

2:45 PM
Recap and Next Steps

3:00 PM
End

