Agenda
AYPF Dropout Recovery Discussion Group

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

University Club of Washington, DC
135 16th St., NW, (near corner of 16th and M)

Washington, DC 20036
10:00 AM

Welcome and Introductions




Review Purpose of Discussion Group



Betsy Brand, Director, AYPF

10:30 AM

What Outcomes Are We Seeking for 

At-Risk/Disconnected Youth?
Small group discussions led by Cheryl Almeida, Jobs for the Future, Andy Moore, National League of Cities, and Nancy Martin, AYPF
Youth returning to education and training after leaving school have various options open to them: attainment of a GED, completion of a program leading to a high school diploma, attainment of career-related skills and certifications/apprenticeships, and/or pathways to postsecondary education. Do we agree or do we need to agree on the outcomes and trajectories for youth? If we agree that there are multiple outcomes and trajectories for youth, what are some of the implications for policy in creating multiple pathways? What are some effective ways of communicating this to policymakers? 
11:30 AM

Small Group Reports and Discussion

12:00 Noon

Networking Lunch

12:45 PM

Accountability and Dropout Recovery Programs
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requires states, districts, and schools to report on adequate yearly progress for all students and on high school graduation rates. More and more states are also implementing high-stakes standardized tests for high school graduation. These requirements have a significant impact on dropout recovery and “alternative education” programs with regard to curriculum, instruction, and assessment. If we agree that multiple pathways are important to serve students, how do we create an accountability system that maintains standards but allows flexibility based on program design and students needs? In this session, we will discuss: 
· The impact of current accountability measures on various dropout recovery and “alternative education” programs; 
· What we might consider to be alternate or additional measures of success for dropout recovery and “alternative education” systems and programs and for the students in them; 
· The role of performance-based measurement systems in demonstrating student outcomes and program accountability.
· If we agree that multiple pathways are important, how do we create an accountability system that maintains standards but allows flexibility based on multiple program design and students needs?

 2:45 PM

Recap and Next Steps

3:00 PM

End
