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Dr. Mitchell Chester began serving as Commissioner of the Massachysdite schools in Ma

2008 after being unanimously selected by the BadirBElementary and Secondary Education|fin
January. As Commissioner he is responsible fopthdic education of the Commonwealth’s nealfy
1,900 schools and more than one million students.

Before coming to Massachusetts, Dr. Chester seirvesbnior positions in the Connecticut Stafe

as advanced degrees from the University of Contugtictind the University of Hartford.

Paul Reville directs the Executive Office of Education as thecrStary of Education. The
Secretary oversees the three education agencidse ofommonwealth - Department of Earf
Education and Care, Department of Elementary arsbr&ry Education and Department [bf
Higher Education. Prior to becoming Secretary, GowePatrick appointed Paul as the chairmpn
of the Massachusetts State Board of ElementarySewbndary Education. He also served |pn
Governor Patrick's Transition Team and was chaithef Governor's Pre-K - 12 Task Force [in
Governance.

Until his appointment as Secretary of Educationyl Ras the founder and president of the Renjie
Center for Education Research & Policy. Paul wase &he Director of the Education Policy aifd

Management Program and a senior lecturer on edwuedtpolicy and politics at the Harvard Graduaténdst of

Education where he taught for eleven years. Haasfarmer executive director of the Pew Forum cemB8ards-Based
Reform, and was the founding executive directothef Massachusetts Business Alliance for EducatibBAE). From

1991-96, he served on the Massachusetts State Bb&dlication. In 1994-5, he chaired the MassadtsiS€®mMmission
on Time and Learning. From 1996-2002, he chairedMlassachusetts Education Reform Review Commistienstate
body that provided research and oversight for tate's implementation of education reform in thenGenwealth. Paul
was also the founding executive director of theafite for Education, and the principal/educatiacector and a teache
in two alternative, urban secondary schools. Ha ggaduate of Colorado College and holds a Madters Stanford

University.

Harvard University,

Robert O'Leary has represented Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, ardukket in the
Massachusetts State Senate since his election(f. ZRenator O’Leary is the Senaje
Chairman of the Joint Committee on Education. Hses whe first Democrat elected {p
represent the Cape and Islands in the State Seinatthe end of the Civil War. Prior tp
his election to the State Legislature, he serve@ &arnstable County Commission|gr
from 1987 through 2001. In addition to being a $&@nhe is also a tenured professor pf
history and politics at the Massachusetts Maritihtmdemy where he has taught fjpr
nearly thirty years and at Cape Cod Community @ellevhere he is an adjung
professor.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Geongetoniversity, an MPA from
and a PhD in History from Tuttsiversity.
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Neil Sullivan is the executive director of the Boston Privatdustry Council (PIC). The PIC
organizes employers to provide jobs and internsfip8oston public high school students, seres
as Boston’s Workforce Investment Board under statéfederal law, overseeing the city’s three ghe
stop career centers. The PIC collaborates withtCdnater for Labor Market Studies at Northeast¢rn
University to examine the impact of high schoolgbot rates as well as college enroliment ghd
graduation rates for Boston public school graduates

Before joining the PIC in 1992, Sullivan servedchgef policy advisor to Mayor Ray Flynn for te
years, as a community organizer and policy stratdgr Massachusetts Fair Share in Worcester [and
Boston for six years, and as a high school teacheéhe Chicago area for three years. A 19f4
Amherst College graduate, Sullivan holds a Mastehrts in Teaching degree from Northweste
University. He lives in Dorchester, and his fouildten all attended Boston public schools.

Jill Norton is the Executive Director of the Rennie CenterHducation Research & Policy. T
Rennie Center is a non-partisan, non-profit thiakkt whose mission is to develop a pubjc
agenda that promotes significant improvement ofipwdalucation in Massachusetts. The Renjpie
Center conducts its work through independent rebeaconstructive dialogue and civ
engagement. Jill joined the Rennie Center withek@aund in K-12 professional developme
She was formerly Director of Professional Developtméor the New England Schoc
Development Council (NESDEC) where she worked véthucators throughout the six Ne
England states to develop targeted professionaleldpment for K-12 teachers an
administrators. Prior to NESDEC, Jill managed thgt@mer service department for Tom Snydfer
Productions, an educational software publishelrrddeived her B.A. in Elementary Educatic
from Michigan State University where she spent dditeonal year completing a full yea
internship and graduate courses in Teaching CuuntuShe also attended the National Center for &suri Education
New England and earned her Primary Teaching Geatdi Jill earned her M.Ed. from Harvard Universitlgere she
focused on Education Policy and Management. Shebkas a public school teacher in Michigan and Mssud
directress in Massachusetts.

Stafford Peatis the Director of Secondary School Services atNMassachusetts Department |pf
Elementary and Secondary Education. Stafford heenkthe Director of Secondary Schapl
Services for the past five years. Prior to holdihig position he was a supervisor in Career {ind
Technical Vocational Education. He coordinates Dépant initiatives to improve high school
and to increase college and career readiness. ddeadiministers federal and state programs (ind
services for dropout prevention, alternative edocat2® Century Learning, Community Servidk
Learning and Academic Support.

Jenny Curtin is the State Coordinator of Alternative Educatiord Trauma Sensitive Schools [t
the Massachusetts Department of Elementary andn8eop Education. In her role she [

responsible for grant administration, as well asrdmation of several state efforts to suppfjrt
school districts and organizations implement pramgisstrategies related to trauma sensitjye
environments, high-quality Alternative Educationogmams, and dropout reduction. Sfie
previously worked in the nonprofit sector on edigratpolicy to better serve at-risk studen.

Jenny is an alumnus of the national Educationclpdhellowship Program, she has a mastef’s
degree in Public Policy (MPP) and a certificateNionprofit Management from Johns Hopkiis

University, and a bachelor’s degree in SociologyrfrTulane University.



