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• Professional learning communities 
for 9th grade teachers

• Ongoing focus on transformation of 
instructional practices

• Teacher collaboration on best 
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• Teacher collaboration on best 
means of motivating individual 
students

• Grading system that can specify 
proficiencies still needed to pass

• Incompletes used (vs. Fs) with 
specific guidance to students on 
actions needed

• Tutoring focused on credit recovery
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• Well-developed freshman academy 
(6th year)

• More experienced teachers 
teaching 9th grade courses 

• Common goal setting for all APS 
(e.g., all APS students will have 6 
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(e.g., all APS students will have 6 
credits by end of year)

• Adult mentors assigned to each 
APS (with each mentor having no 
more than 5 assigned)

• Counselors and coaches also 
engaged

• Use of parent/student/teacher 
conferences
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1. Step Up students’ skill levels increase between o ne and three grade levels by the end of their 

ninth grade year

2. Step Up students’ ninth grade attendance is, on a verage, five percentage points higher than their 
peers – even though they enter high school behind.  

3. Step Up students’ GPA’s are higher than their pee rs – again, even though they enter high school 
behind.

Cumulative GPA

STEP UP Non-STEP All 

School Attendance

STEP UP Small School STEP UP Non-STEP 
UP Students

All 
Students

Renaissance Arts Academy on the Marshall High 
School Campus

Renaissance 
Arts – 9

2.59 2.25 2.38

S Academy 
– 9 

2.15 2.34 2.32

ACT – 9 2.29 1.93 2.06

POWER – 9 2.80 1.53 2.18

SEIS – 9 2.15 1.75 1.91

STEP UP Small School

Renaissance Arts Academy on the Marshall 
High School Campus

Renaissance 
Arts Academy 

– 9 

91.3% 87.2%

S Academy on the Madison High School 
Campus

S Academy – 9 93% 91.8%

Roosevelt High School Campus

ACT – 9 93% 84%

POWER – 9 92% 85.5%
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� Total number of students who enrolled in at least one  
Education Option: 5485

� 1244 enrolled in In-District Education Options� 1244 enrolled in In-District Education Options

� 2523 enrolled in CBOS

� 824 enrolled in Charters

� 525 enrolled in DARTS

Figure 1. PPS Alternative Education Options 
Race/Ethnicity of Students 2006-07 

American 
Indian/ 
Alaskan 
Native 
4%

White
52%

Hispanic 
19%

African 
American 

19%

Asian/Pacific 
Islander

6%



Youth enter PPS Education 
Options for varied reasons
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Federal 
$2,522,810 

14%

Other Districts 
$803,885 

5%

PPS
$7,814,569 

44%

Other Sources
$1,005,921 

6%

State/County/City 
Gov. 

$1,179,791 
7%

Workforce 
Development 

$1,541,256 
9%

Private
$2,750,140 

15%
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Current Year Early Leavers :

514
(20.37%)

(332 – 14.87%)             

** Out of School Youth

2,009
(79.63%)

(1,900 – 85.13%)          

2,523
High School students served

By CBOS in 2006-2007

(2,232)

•Enrolled directly from 
a PPS high school 
with less than 6 weeks 

•Did not enroll in a
Public school during 

2,523
(2,232)

Totals

with less than 6 weeks 
gap in attendance.

•Drop out/retention
data attributed to 
home school

Public school during 
2006-07

•Brought back into
District by CBOS

* Retain :   463
(289 – 87.05%) (90.08%)

Drop Out : 51
(43 – 12.95%) (9.92%)

Drop Out :    438
(722 – 38%) (21.8%)

Retain :  1,571
(1,178 – 62%) (78.2%)

Retain :

2,034
(80.62%)
(1,467)
(65.73%)

Drop Out:

489
(19.38%)

(765)
(34.27%)

* If dropped out rather than retained by CBOS, the drop out
rate for PPS high schools would jump from

1310  9.2% to     1773 12.5%
(688    5.10% to      977   7.25%)

** Increases the total # of high school students served by 

PPS from 11,950 to 13,959
16.81% increase

(13,479  to  15,379)
(14.1%)
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