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community college  
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20 
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But, rather than organizing our 
educational system to ameliorate 
these gaps, we organize it to 
exacerbate the problem.
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Without changes Pre-K thru 12 and beyond ,
gaps will grow early and fast. 
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Middle School Example:
7th Grade High Level Writing Assignment
Essay on Anne Frank

Your essay will consist of an opening paragraph which 
introduced the title, author and general background of the 
novel.  
Your thesis will state specifically what Anne's overall 
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Your thesis will state specifically what Anne's overall 
personality is, and what general psychological and 
intellectual changes she exhibits over the course of the 
book
You might organize your essay by grouping psychological 
and intellectual changes OR you might choose 3 or 4 
characteristics (like friendliness, patience, optimism, self 
doubt) and show how she changes in this area. 



7th Grade Low-Level Writing Assignment

My Best Friend:My Best Friend:

A chore I hate:A chore I hate:
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A car I want:A car I want:

My heartthrob:My heartthrob:
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Even for Jobs We Don’t Expect…
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And ALL require 
strong reading, 
writing and 
speaking of the
English 
language
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2007-08 California High School Calendar
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September, 2007 October, 2007 November, 2007

December, 2007 January, 2008 February, 2008
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May, 2008

June, 2008 July, 2008 August, 2008

March, 2008 April, 2008



2007-08 California High School Calendar – Less Summer Vacation
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June, 2008



2007-08 California High School Calendar – Less Weekends and Holidays

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S
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September, 2007 October, 2007 November, 2007

December, 2007 January, 2008 February, 2008
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S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

March, 2008 April, 2008 May, 2008

June, 2008 July, 2008 August, 2008



2007-08 California High School Calendar – Less Special Schedules and Professional 
Development Days

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

September, 2007 October, 2007 November, 2007

December, 2007 January, 2008 February, 2008
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S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

March, 2008 April, 2008 May, 2008

June, 2008 July, 2008 August, 2008



2007-08 California High School Calendar – Less Class Picnic, Class Trip, Awards, 
Assemblies and Concerts.

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

September, 2007 October, 2007 November, 2007

December, 2007 January, 2008 February, 2008
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S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

March, 2008 April, 2008 May, 2008

June, 2008 July, 2008 August, 2008



2007-08 California High School Calendar – Less Testing Days

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

September, 2007 October, 2007 November, 2007

December, 2007 January, 2008 February, 2008
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S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S S M T W TH F S

March, 2008 April, 2008 May, 2008

June, 2008 July, 2008 August, 2008
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State Ed Code Instructional Minutes 
Requirement

64,800 minutes

Actual Instructional Minutes 51,027 minutes

�	����	���	���
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Total Hours per Year 850 hours

Total Days (8 hour school day) 106 days

Total days per subject (6 period day) 18 days
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Source:  Heather Jordan, Robert Mendro, and Dash Weerasinghe, The Effects of 
Teachers on Longitudinal Student Achievement, 1997.
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Source:  Heather Jordan, Robert Mendro, and Dash Weerasinghe, The Effects of 
Teachers on Longitudinal Student Achievement, 1997.
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Minority Quartiles
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