LEARNING

The official policy on noticing kids and their dreams and efforts to do real
things in the real world FW
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“Big Picture Learning is a perfect example of a heavyweight team that has
redefined—indeed, revolutionized— schooling. By bringing students and
their interests to the forefront, Big Picture Learning is a model of student-
centered learning, which is key to intrinsically motivating students to
provide them with the education they deserve.”
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Non-Cognitive Variables
e Self- Concept
e Realistic Self- Appraisal
e Handling System/Racism
* Long- Range Goals
 Leadership
e Strong Support Person
e Community
 Nontraditional Learning
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Harvard Longitudinal Study

“What we do affects how we feel just as much as what we feel affects how we do.” Vaillant

» Education

» Stable relationship

» Not smoking

» Not abusing alcohol

» Some exercise

» Healthy weight

» Employing mature adaptations



Laws restricting the behavior of young pecople (un- U.5. teens have 10 times as many restrictions as
der age 18) have grown rapidly inthe past century, adults, twice as many as active-duty U.S. ma-
according to a survey by the author. He found that  rines and twice as many as incarcerated felons.
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SOURCE:THE CASE AGAINST ADDLESCENCE, BY ROBERT EPSTEIN {QUILL DRIVER BOOKS, 2007
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The Big Picture Learning Method
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Essentials for Learning

Relationships: Do my teachers care about me and my interests?

Relevance: Do | find what the school is teaching to be relevant?

Choice: Will | be able to choose what, when, and how | will learn?

Challenge: Do | feel sufficiently challenged in doing this learning and work?

Practice: Will | have an opportunity to engage in serious practice of those skills | wish to learn?

Play: Will | have opportunities to explore and to make mistakes without being chastised for
failing?

Authenticity: Will the learning and work | do be regarded as significant outside of schools?

Application: Will | have opportunities to apply what | am learning in real-world situations?

Time: Will there be sufficient time for me to learn at my own pace?

Timing: Can | pursue my learning out of the standard sequence?
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Bloom’s Continuum
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Aspirations Technique Mastery

Big Picture Schools
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Learning through Real-World Certificates &
Interests Projects Credentials

10









Big Picture Learning
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ST‘UBENT

To best serve 18-24 year olds who need to be reconnected to education, jobs, health
and social services - lets begin with the volces of the student and work our way out to
impact policy. In most cases, change is made at the policy level and newver gets past

R & O to take root in students’ lives.

-0

We seek To use stories, images and data o create a clearer picture of what disconnected youth
neaed to become reconnected members of their communities.
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Big Picture Learning
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MFErer
getting lefFt back T
had a huge disconnect. The
Met was a wake—up call. Ex—
plering new things like journal—
iam, poeftry and photog—
raphu.

Sine
major issue was
attendance because T
dicdn’t like school. T was in the
hakbit of net going to school and
getting inte Fights., T Aidn't hawve
encoudh credits so T dropped out —
But T decided to come back to do
something with my liFe. My teach—
ers and principal are making A
me the better person that
T want to be.

DISCONNECTIONS

work chaos -« family disconnection

going from m.s. to s, = mowing
unconnected schooling - leaving college
Nnot pursuing my interests = job hunt

no adult support = big high school
getting left back - lack of credits = having
a baby - family illness

STULDENT
WOICES

Schoel never
coaudght my attention. I
waoas kKicked cut oF high schoeol
For Fighting. Put T woas the First
person in my Brig Picture school
te get an internship. Tw's knoewn
T wanted fe be an entrepreneur
since L was in diapers. I lowve
it. Something that keeps
me going is working.

xI
get to Figure cuft
whaoat T want fo do
now. The internships cre
really what pulled me in.
This is the best part oF my liFe
s Far., I Feel reclly con—
nected to my education. I
like the idea oF the ad—
wisory ——-— we're o
community

RECONNECTIONS

coming together as a group - family
working with others - travel

small school communities - internships
teaching « church - self-reflection
working with kids - play - germting married
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T
lowed toe write short
stories at heme. But nene
ofF it counted For schoeol. The
size oF the school was really
intimidating and T couldn'f
get any personal atten—
fion there.

rALY
lack oF credifts and the
Fact fthat ne one knew me thers
Cin H.S.) made it hard to go back.
The school let students like me
slicde out the back door te keep
their test scores up.

STUDENT
VOICES
{continued)

Propping cut of
school was intenticomal,

but T wasn™t aware oF the
intftenticnality. wWhat it comes

down fe is

being really scared, desperate,
and not knowing what to de. Advice
can get ygou so Far but only iF gou
can do it. There is ne one soluftien,
things are aluays geoing fto be
both good and bad and T
hoawe to deal with that
and fake acticon.

YOou CAN'T
STOVP
THE PISCONNECT.

THE IMPORTANT THING

IS ACCESS TO

RECONNECT.




‘,
N

' ,
B

LEARNING




